
Editorial
electronic Journal of Health Informatics
www.eJHI.net
2011; Vol 6(4):e27

Advances in Health Informatics Conference
(AHIC 2010) The Realities of eHealth. April

2010

Mark Ballermann1, Nicola Shaw2, Dominic Covvey3,4, and Shirley Fenton3,4

1Alberta Health Services, Edmonton, AB, Canada
2Health Informatics Institute, Algoma University, Sault Ste. Marie, ON, Canada

3School of Optometry, University of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Canada
4National Institutes of Health Informatics, Waterloo, ON, Canada

Co-hosted by the National Institutes of Health In-
formatics, University of Waterloo Institute for Health
Informatics Research, University of Waterloo School of
Pharmacy, University of Waterloo School of Optometry,
and Conestoga College

The Advances in Health Informatics Conference in
2010 brought together clinicians, researchers, and indus-
try partners to present work describing the realities of
Health Informatics in practice in Canada and around the
world. AHIC is an bi-annual, top-tier, peer-reviewed,
Health Informatics conference addressing innovation,
research, and education, attracting national and inter-
national visionaries, researchers, industry experts and
government leaders from around the globe. AHIC will
alternate annually with the Information Technology and
Communications in Health (ITCH) conference, held in
Victoria, B.C. The work presented at AHIC aims at an-
swering the question, “How can we make a difference?”

We invited papers from industry and academia, which
were peer-reviewed and presented at the conference.
The authors of the papers that were most highly ranked
during peer review were invited to participate in this
special issue of the electronic Journal of Health Infor-
matics. Each of the nine papers provides a valuable
contribution to the Health Informatics literature. Papers
that exhibited the qualities of novelty and generalizabil-
ity in their were judged to be suitable for inclusion in a
peer-reviewed journal.

The articles encompass much of the field of Health
Informatics. A case study by van Gemert-Pijnen and
colleagues describes how a web based communication
tool was developed with user-participation to assist Me-
thicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus-colonized in-

dividuals in finding reliable and updated information
related to their condition. Heimly and Hygen describe
how information and communication technologies may
support coordination of health care in Norway, and in
particular, where effort needs to be applied to empower
patients. One crucial area for the successful adoption
of eHealth centers on the area of project management.
Archer describes how project management can be inte-
grated into eHealth curricula with the objective of im-
proving student’s potential for achieving project success.
Tolar and colleagues describe a difficult implementation
where the researcher assisted staff during the adoption
of an electronic medical record, confirming the need for
highly trained IT staff with an understanding of the work
of the individuals who use the system. Cowan and col-
leagues provide a fascinating account of the potential for
collaborative geomatics to provide a space to develop
new ideas and foster innovation and resilience within
communities. Leonard and Dalziel provide valuable
commentary in favor of including patient perspectives
in order to identify significant opportunities to reform
healthcare systems effectively. Paterson and colleagues
present a methodology where the barriers and benefits
to EMR implementation clarified areas which need fur-
ther care and attention. Hurley and colleagues provide a
valuable description of the what Canadian medical stu-
dents are currently learning about medical informatics.
Finally, Schleyer and colleagues put forth their vision
for dental informatics now and in the future.

Together, these papers provide a valuable addition to
the health informatics literature. We hope you find these
contributions valuable in your ongoing work in health
care informatics.
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